BASICS FOR LIVING THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE
2.  “Let’s Rejoice in God/s Provision!”
Romans 3:21-5:11
Introduction:
From our study last week of Romans 1-3, we were left with some bad news.  Every person on God’s green earth has blown it.  The atheistic hedonist – have blown it, because they were pleasure-centered and not God-centered.  The good, moral people who can be so judgmental, they blow it because they are high-minded and not God-minded.  Then there are the religionists who in their legalism blow it because they are work-driven, not grace given.
So, how sever is the problem?  Are we humans basically good people who have bad days and sin occasionally, or are people who are spiritually dead with closed hearts, darkened minds, closed ears and blinded eyes?  In Romans 3:9-12 Paul concludes that we human beings are totally incapable of meeting God’s demands for righteousness.  This means that every human being face two basic needs: 1) we need forgiveness for our sins – for what we have done.  We are sinners in need of forgiveness. 2) Also, we need deliverance from our sin – from what we are.

The goal of redemption, salvation is twofold.  The forgiveness of sin and the giving life to dead men.  A dead man doesn’t need help, he needs life.  Let’s say that a friend of yours died of cancer and you are a doctor and you want to restore your friend.  How many problems would you have to solve?...Two! You’d have to raise him from the dead, but you’d also have to cure his cancer!  This is what God did: God took our sins and placed them on Jesus.  That’s half the message:  God also took Christ’s perfect righteousness and gave it to us.  Our sins are dealt with by Christ’s shed blood…but we ourselves are dealt with by the cross.  We begin with the precious blood of Christ and its value in dealing with our sin and God’s wrath.

I.   GOD HAS A SOLUTION FOR MAN’S PROBLEM   (Rom. 3:10-26)
     “We are sinners not by behavior, we are sinners by birth.” 
A. Let’s review man’s problem: (3-10)

1. The real issue here is that no one is righteous – we all commit sin.  I need forgiveness for my sins.  But we also need deliverance from the power of sin – vs. 9.
2. We are all under the wrath of God (18)  God gave up mankind to the power of sin (21-24)  Even though we know God’s decree, we go against it anyway (32). The end result is God’s penalty of death.
B. Let’s Rejoice in God’s Provision (3:21-26)
1. My sins need forgiveness.  God’s wrath is against me.  Unless those sins are forgiven, I remain under His wrath.  (Ez. 18:4; Psa. 24:3; 14:2-4)
2. The “righteousness” of God – vs. 21
·    “Having a right standing of total acceptability before God.”
·    That which pertains to God’s justice, in which He is true to His character, His commitments.
·    For God to be just and at the same time the justifier, He must be in a position to declare righteous those who have clearly broken His law, and—at the same time—be in a position to maintain his own integrity and reserve his own righteous character.
·    The law/prophets = Why there was sacrificial system, tabernacle, and priesthood….Isaiah 53 points to it.

3.   Through faith in Jesus Christ – taking God at His word, not performance.

4.  (24) Justified – A divine declaration that before God we are right.  It’s an act of God that makes us righteous.

5.   (24) Grace – Not something we deserve, not wages, it’s a gift.

6.   (25) Redemption – Slave market owned by slave owner, paid the freeing price – blood – Expiation – Christ’s shed blood – satisfies God’s righteousness.  Demands a sinless life should be given for man.  God does not, cannot wink at sins.

7.   Sin enters as disobedience and creates separation between God and man and as a result man is put away from God.  God can no longer have fellowship with him.  Man is under the power of sin – God’s wrath is declared…man now has to deal with his own guilty conscience and he is now under the domain of Satan (Rev. 12:10).  
To redeem us and to bring us back to the purpose of God, the Lord Jesus has to do something about three issues:  of sin/wrath of God; of guild/conscience and of Satan’s claim and charge against us.  God’s answer is the blood of Jesus – expiation, propitiation, redemption.

· Jesus blood deals with the wrath of God
Blood is Godward – Lev. 17:11.  Life for a life.  God’s holiness has been offended.  The offense is paid for, law’s demand met – price of redemption.  (God is satisfied.  Passover: when I see the blood)

· Jesus’ blood deals with our guilty conscience
Blood is manward – we sense our sin, separation from God.  Know our guilt.  Look at the cross – our guilty conscience is awakened “I have sinned”  (Luke 15:18; Psa. 51)  When we see the blood – Heb. 10:19-22 – I see severity, but I know God forgives me and assures He also accepts me.
· Jesus’ blood overcomes the accuser
Blood is Satan ward.  Satan’s most strategic activity is accusing the brethren. “What give you any rights—you’re a sinner!”  We are not able to defend ourselves because his accusations are true.  The blood of Jesus cleanses us from every sin.  

Descended into Hell. – Rom. 8:31.  We are to put no confidence in the flesh.  Christ is now our advocate.

Our salvation lies in looking away from ourselves and looking to Jesus and in seeing that the blood of the Lamb of God has met the whole situation created by our guilt and has answered it.
II. THE APPLICATION OF GOD’S SOLUTION HAS ALWAYS BEEN THROUGH FAITH, NOT WORKS.
Paul concludes his explanation of the power of God’s salvation thru the blood of Christ with the words “He justifies him who has faith in Jesus.”  (2:26) What does this mean?  Isn’t this contrary to Old Testament teachings?  What does this mean?
A. (27-31) A faith response leaves no room for pride or prejudice.
1.  Puts everyone on the same plane   No one can boast – Can’t point to self-own achievements.  
2. This leaves no room for pride or prejudice – evaluating others.
3. Apart from law – Law is self-effort; law points out our inability to live up to God’s righteousness.
4. (29-31) In this way God proves Himself to be God of both Jew/Gentile by making it possible for both to come to Him – Jew on the grounds of their faith (covenant, circumcision, elect).  Gentile through faith – Christ’s blood.  Can this be true?  I thought religion has to do with following rules, doing right.  (4:1-5)
B. A faith response by Abraham resulted in God declaring him righteous.
1. Does Abraham have something to boast about?

· Is faith a work you generate – boast?  Look at a drowning man.  All he can do is stretch out his arm to his rescuer.
· 3) He believed God’s promise – God declares him righteous.  It was credited to his account – even though the actual payment had not yet been made.

2.  A workman gets paid for doing something – not a gift/wage.
· All Abraham did was believe – God credited.
· Faith is not just some feelings, not just intellectual agreement with some doctrine, not some power to manipulate God.  No power in faith itself—value of faith is found only in its object.

      C.   (6-8) A faith response by David resulted in God declaring Him forgiven.

1. Why does Paul call on David?  “King of Israel, respected, but sinner.
2. David’s testimony – He received forgiveness by God’s promise – credited.

D.   (9-12)  A Faith response brings reality to God’s Covenant promises through circumcision.

      1.  But isn’t God’s forgiveness only for circumcised Jews?
· When was Abraham circumcised--before he was credited righteous or after?

· God first declared him righteous by faith, then he received symbol.

2.   Also Abraham is father of circumcision.  But the symbol means nothing apart from acting on faith.

      E.   A faith response rests on God’s grace and results in Him crediting righteousness to us. 
1. It was not Abraham’s obedience to law that guaranteed the fulfillment of promises made to H.  Law issues in God’s judgment but faith simply rests on God’s promises and relies on His grace.
2. Taking God at His Word and resting in His power and process. (17-22)
· Again look at Abraham – God made him father of great nation regardless of the impossibility for him to have children.

· Abraham kept growing in his trust in God.

3. (23-24) That same principle applies to us today

· Just like Abraham was declared justified and made righteous because of his faith—If we believe God’s promise in Jesus that His blood pays penalty of our sin.  Then God imputes His righteousness to us.
· How many of you are as righteous and acceptable in the sight of God—as I am? – As Billy Graham?... As the Apostle Paul?....As Jesus Christ?

God took our sins and gave them to Jesus.  God took Christ’s perfect righteousness and gave it to us. (II Cor. 5:21)  Righteousness is a gift.  You don’t work for it—you don’t earn it!  You don’t deserve it—All you can do is believe the giver and accept it—or reject it.  Once you receive it—it’s yours!
III.   GOD’S SOLUTION PROVIDES GOD’S BLESSINGS  (Rom. 5:1-11)

         Chapter 4 closes with vs. 25.  Jesus was put to death for our trespasses and raised for our justification.  From God’s point of view, the problem of man is not just that he is a sinner in need of forgiveness; his greater problem is that he is dead and in need of life.
A. (5:1-5)  We have a new standing, status, and strength with God.
1. Christianity is not a self-improvement program of reformation—it is resurrection, new life—not a changed life but exchanged.
· We have been made at peace with God (5:1) – not peace of/with opposite of war—we are now safe from God’s wrath.

· No longer enemies – we have access into His presence by grace.
2. Hope: confident expectation – Sharing the glory of God.
· Being changed into his image.  Troubles now have purpose.

· The Holy Spirit has been given to us.
     B.   (5:6-11) We have a new confidence and conviction of God’s love.
                 1.   God took the initiative to reach out to us.

· Nobody at the cross asked Jesus to forgive their sins but what was his request?  Luke 23:34
· God didn’t wait for us to get ready – He came to us when we were far too weak and rebellious to do anything to get ourselves ready.

2.  We can understand someone dying for a person worth dying for but God put His love on the line while we were of no use to Him.
3.   

